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Gustav Mahler The meaning behind the Symphonies  

                                                 
1
 Kelly Dean Hansen : Gustav Mahler's Symphonies (Gustav Mahlers Sinfonien), ,PhD, Paul Bekker 

(1921) a Translation With Commentary University of Colorado,2012. 
2
 Nathanael J.Oster : Gustav Mahler The meaning behind the Symphonies, ,PhD, Covenant College 

Senior Integration Project Spring, University of Colorado, 2001. 
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Sadie, Stanley: "the New grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians", London, England, 

Macmillan, 1979,p524,527. 
(5)

Cooke, Deryck:"Gustav Mahler, an Introduction to his Music", London, Emgland, Faber 

Music, 1980, .p,14,15. 
(

6
 ( Mitchell, Donald: "Gustav Mahler"  Vol. 1, the Early Years, Berkeley, CA, University of 

California Press.1999, p32 
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Cooke, Deryck:"Gustav Mahler, an Introduction to his Music", London, Emgland, Faber 

Music, 1980, ISBN:0-571-10087-2.p,103 
(
2

( Carr, Jonathan:  "Mahler a Biography", Woodstock, NY, the Overlook Press, 1998, ISBN: 

0-87951-802-2.p,10,14 
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Summary 

Analysis Study of The First Movement (1
st
 part)  

of Symphony 5 by Gustav Mahler 

 

The aim of the research: To identify the style of Gustav Mahler in writing the 

first movement (Part One) of Mahler's Symphony No. (5). 

Research results: The researcher will answer two research questions 

1. The symphony consists of an unconventional composition. It consists of three 

movements that are divided into five parts, as if it were written from five movements. 

The fourth slow movement is relatively short, with only a part written for the fugitive 

and the strings, which appears at the beginning of the third movement. 

2. The first part of the first movement is written in the form of a non-traditional 

"sonnet". The first and second topics are in one ladder, which is De Deese's small scale 

and the first movement and especially the first part is based on only two melodic ideas, 

which the author was able to literally use throughout the movement by the interaction 

method, namely The way in which he distinguished himself. 

3. The main motif of the Fifth Symphony by Lamer is simple, very similar to the motif 

of Beethoven's Fifth Symphony. The rhythmic motifs are largely simple to their great 

value, which came from the method of handling, where he restored the same motif in 

several forms and different mechanical distributions that made the existence of a 

permanent interest in the continuation of melodies and melodies varied between 

melodies The lyric and peaceful melodies, and they were combined to create the 

required contrast in the overall construction of the movement. 

4. The author uses unusual melodic transitions in the form of sonnet, as he moves from 

the scale of Deese to the scale of La Bimole, the scale of Ray of Bimole, and the ladder 

of the smallest. 

5. Harmonia in the first part is based mainly on the first and fifth degrees, and it reaches 

the vaults without emphasizing the first and fifth degrees, and the locks are overlapping. 

6. The first part of the first movement is balanced in orchestral arrangements. 

The search was concluded with a list of Arabic and foreign references, research 

recommendations and a summary of the research in both Arabic and foreign languages. 


